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something outside the nautilus, something which does not
know the arbitrary and childish classifications of " human
invention1', ''instinct1', and "natural phenomenon"?'
I was silent.
'Please don't be embarrassed/ said my visitor, with a
disarming smile. * In your perplexity, you are in good company,
which includes a number of Nobel Prize winners.
"During the past ten or twenty years the physicists of the
Western world have arrived at the recognition that there is
only energy and no matter, and now at last they arc guided by
a synthetic and constructive thought of general, fundamental
significance, the conception of the Cosmos as a gigantic complex
of simultaneous electro-magnetic phenomena. In other words,
the latest Western scientific conception of the Universe is one of
movement, of dynamics, of energy, in the form of electro-
magnetic vibration; from the vibrations which cause light, heat
and sound, to those known as X-rays, as radio-activity, as
cosmic rays, and as thought, which is now known and has been
proved to manifest itself in the form of electro-magnetic waves.
*This conception of the Universe as motion, as power, as
dynamic force, and to use your favourite Greek term, as energy,
has existed in the tantric philosophy of India for about two
thousand years, with the sole difference that in place of the
Greek term "energy", it uses the Sanskrit term shakti.
* And here for the first time since the beginning of Occidental
civilization, there appears a bridge between Western scientific
and religious thought in their highest sense, and at the same
time the long hoped-for synthesis between what is highest in
Western and in Eastern thought. At last we have found a truth
which both satisfies our scientific curiosity and gives us spiritual
comfort and support in the midst of that maelstrom of emotions
and cares in which we live. To this end, however, one further
cognition is necessary, namely this:
* Energy, or call it electricity if you prefer, is merely a
vehicle* It is the vehicle of which creative and perceptive
thought which exists both within and without the ganglions